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Memorandum. 

The following Letters from the Chairman of the Eastern Archi- 
pelago Company to the Duke of Newcastle and the Earl of Aberdeen, 
form part of a series of documents which will shorly be laid on 
the table of the House of Commons. They are now printed and cir- 
culated in order publicly to contradict and refute ce rtain false 
statements, relative to the affairs of the Eastern Archipelago Com- 
pany recently promulgated by Sir James Brooke in a pamphlet 
called, "Vindication of his Character. " 



Mr. Lindsay to the Duke of Newcastle. 

London, 9th February, 1853 

My Lord, 

The Directors of the Eastern Archipelago Company have the 
honour to acquaint your Grace, with reference to the proceedings 
in the Court of Queen's B^ch on the 28th ultimo, as regards the 
suit instituted by Sir James Brooke, for the purpose of annulling 
the Company's Charter, that the Judges being equally divided in 
opinion, the case will Imve to be brought by Writ of Error before 
a Court of superior jurisdiction, the final decision consequently 
cannot be obtained for some months. 

In the meantime the Directors feel compelled again to press on 
the consideration of Her JVfeijesty's Government the necessity for 
the inquiry so long and so urgently sought for by them. 

They are unwilling to believe that so plain and just a course, 
and one which would for ever settle the question between the Directors 
and Sir James Brooke, should be longer denied them. This inquiry 
would besides relieve Her Majesty's Government of great trouble 
and annoyance, as the Directors feel confident that it must end in 
removing Sir James Brooke from a position in which his private 
interests are wholly at variance with his piiilic duties. 

The investigation so incessantly requested by the Directors 
becomes indeed more necessary and important thsuci ever, in con- 
sequence of the opinions delivered from the Bench on the 28th 
ultimo. Had Sir Frederick Thesiger, the then Attorney-General, 
and Sir James Brooke's Counsel in the case, given to the Company 
an opportunity of explanation previously to issuing his fiat for the 
writ of scire fa cias (as from Lord Campbell's remarks quoted in 
the margin'*" it was his duty to have done), every allegation made by 



^Vide page 5. 
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Sir James Brooke would have proved altogether deceptive and false;** 
it would also have been shewn that he had direct personal and pecuniary 
interests hostile to the Company. If the 3 ustand proper precautions 
referred to by Lord Campbell had been duly observed the fiat would not 
have been granted by Sir Frederick Thesiger, and the proceedings in 
scire facias to revoke the Company's Charter never could have taken 
place. 

In the letter addressed by the Chairman to Sir John Pakington, 
under date 2nd April, 1852, it was stated that the Directors felt 'bom- 
pelled to throw off all reserve, and emphatically to declare that for 
his own private ends and purposes he (Sir James Brooke) has made a 
most unscrupulous use of his high position in the service of Her Majesty, 
to obstruct by every means in his power a Company chartered by the 
Crown, and which he was ordered by Her Majesty and the Government 
to assist and protect;" and it was then also added, "of this we will pro- 
duce ample proof whenever an opportunity is given. " 

In addition to the evidence thus offered to be adduced, another 
circumstance has recently come to the knowledge of the Directors, 
which shews beyond all question that Sir James Brooke's private 
interests ar& placed in a still stronger degree than before in antagonism 
with his public duty, and the interests of the Eastern Archipelago Com- 
pany. The Directors may, therefore, now expect on his part a more 
unscrupulous use of his power than ever to their disadvantage. 

It appears that Sir James Brooke's commercial agents are in com- 
munication with the Peninsular and Oriental Company on the subject of 
a supply of coal from Sarawak, and that samples have been furnished. 

Were inquiry granted, the Directors can have no difficulty in 
demonstrating the manner in which Sir James Brooke has cont rived 
to cripple the Crown Colony of Labuan, whilst at the same time he 
avails himself of every opportunity to advance the prosperity of Sarawak. 

The Company have already expended upwards of L 53, 000 in con- 
nection with the development of their Coal Mines at Labuan, an operation 
always of slow progress under any circumstances, and that they 
have not hitherto made greater progress has mainly arisen from the 
opposition to which they have been si±)jected on the part of Sir James 
Brooke — the very fact of his well known hostility to the Company ~ 
possessing the power he held as Governor of the Colony in which the 
mines are situated — has been most detrimental. Sir James Brooke's 
anomalous position as Commissioner and Consul -General to the Sultan 
and independent Chiefs of Borneo, and at the same time possessor of a 
territory on the main land of Borneo, with distinct and adverse interests, 
must "render him still more hostile to the advancement of this Company. 

The Directors are, of course, entirely ignorant as to the intentions 
of her Majesty's present Government with respect to Sir James Brooke's 
future destination, but they do most solemnly protest against his being 
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permitted to quit this country in any public capacity in the Eastern seas^ 
until a full and fair inquiry into his conduct has taken place. 

I have, &c. 

H. H. Lindsay, 

Chairman 
To His Grace the Duke of Newcastle, 
Her Majesty's Secretary of State for the Colonies. 

Extracts from short-hand writer's notes of Lord Campbell's Judgment:— 
"It likewise appears by these books of practice that the defendants 
may be heard to shew cause before the Attorney General previously to the 
fiat been granted, and that after the flat has been granted and scire facias 
has been sued. oiit by'the Relator, the Attorney General reserves a control 
over the action as he does over an information where there is no Relator, 
and he may order a nolle prosequi to be entered as to any suggestion which 
he thinks is unfairly'introduced. 

If the Attorney General could shew that the applicant had no interest in 
the subject matter, or was only actuated by spleen or malevolence, and 
that it was for the public advantage the Letters Patent should not be assailed, 
instead of being punished the Attorney General would be applauded. " 

'The prosecutor, too, or his solicitor, having prepared a draft of the 
said writ must lay a fair copy of it before the A ttorney General, together 
with a statement of the facts , on which it is founded, in order to obtain his 
fiat, which must be filed in the Petty Bag Office to authorise the issuing of 
the writ, and without which the writ cannot be sealed, " 



Mr, Merivale to Mr. Lindsay 

Colonial Office, I4th March, 1853, 



SIR, 

I am directed by the Duke of Newcastle to acknowledge the receipt of 
your letter of the 9th ultimo, and acquaint you in reply that his Grace 
does not consider that it would be desirable to Institute any investigation 
into the charges brought against the Eastern Archipelago Company by Sir 
James Brooke until Her Majesty's Government have reasonable assurance 
that the law proceedings pending between the same parties, with which such 
investigation must unavoidably conflict, are terminated. 

lam, &G. 
HERMAN MERIVALE, 

H, H, Lindsay, Esq,, 
&;c, &c. 
Eastern Archipelago Company's Office. 
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Mr. Lindsay to the Earl of Aberdeen 

London, I9th April, 1853. 
MY LORD, 

A J ^7® ^° express the grateful thanks of the Directors of the Eastern 
Archipelago Company to your Lordship for the intimation that a full, 
searching, and comprehensive investigation into the proceedings of Sir 
James Brooke is to be instituted without delay under the authority of the 
Governor-General of India. The result of this enquiry, which the Directors 
have so long and so earnestly prayed for, will elicit the truth, and put an end 
to that unsatisfactory state of mutual accusation and recrimination which 
has so long existed between Sir James Brooke and the Company. 

The charges brought forward by the Eastern Archipelago Company 
against Sir James Brooke have nothing whatever to do with the question 
of piracy in Borneo so long afitated by Mr. Hune. They are totally distinct, 
but of a very grave and serious nature. 

The Company deliberately charge Sir James Brooke with conduct equally 
discred itable to his character as a public officer and an honest man, in 
having for a series of years, from motives of private spleen and malevolence, 
and from direct pecuniary interests of his own, antagonistic to the Company, 
made a most unscrupulous use of his high position in the service of her ' 
Majesty to obstruct and injure the Company by every means in his power, 
in direct violation of his duty. This, I am well aware. Is a most serious 
charge to make, but it Is not brought forward without ample grounds to 
prove and substantiate It. 

The charges brought by Sir James Brooke against the Company are 
equally serious, affecting the personal honour and character of Its DlrectorSi 
He charges them collectively and individually with fraud, falsehood, and 
dishonesty. On repeated occasions I have earnestly entreated her Majesty's 
Government to institute a searching enquiry into the Company's proceedings, 
offering to Sir James Brooke every facility to prove hes charges, by the 
free production of all the Company's mercantile books and correspondence 
before any party authorised by the Government. 

My last letter praying for enquiry was under date February 9th, a copy 
of which I had the honour to address to your Lordship, To this I have 
received a reply from his Grace the Duke of Newcastle stating "that his 
Grace does not consider that It would be desirable to Institute any investi- 
gation into the charges brought against the Eastern Archipelago Company by 
Sir James Brooke until her Majesty's Government have reasonable assurance 
that the law proceedings pending between the same parties, with which 
such investigation must unavoidably conflict, are terminated. " 

To this decision the Directors respectfully bow, trusting, however, 
that so soon as the proceedings In the Courts of law are terminated, 
opportunity will be given to them to prove their innocence of all the charges 
brought against them. 
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In a recent publication entitled "Vindication of his character and proceed- 
iS^^'- ?F »^^°^®s Brooke has promulgated statements concerning the affairs 
ot ttns Company, so utterly at variance with facts, that I trust I shall not 
Be deemed to trespass unduly on your Lordship's time, in requesting you 
to peruse the enclosed statement. No. I, extracted from the Company's 
books, wherein the mode by which the capital of the Company is made up 
m each year from July, 1849, up to July, 1852, is clearly shewn. 

Amongst the numerous charges brought forward by Sir James Brooke 
agamst the Company, affecting their conduct at home, the only one he at- 
tempted to substantiate, was a fact openly admitted and avowed at the time, 
the justification of which was that it had been done under the express 
sanction of the Board of Trade. 

In the first balance sheet of the Company, dated, July, 1849, capital 
stands at L 51, 455, of which L 46, 000 is represented as the Property vested 
in the Company by the Deed of Settlement prepared under the inspection of 
Mr. Bellenden Kerr, not "a debt of _the Company to that amoun t" as asserted 
by Sir James Brooke; and £57T5Fby payment of Tst calT upon TD91 shares. 

I fully admit that the Borad of Trade may have come to an erroneous 
decision in allowing the Company to commence operations on such a state- 
ment of their means, but every fact having been submitted to the Board, 
and every step taken openly with their avowed sanction, I maintain that 
no charge of fraud, falsehood, or dishonesty, can be justly imputed 
to the Directors, for having availed themselves of the permission thus 
granted. 

The view taken by the Borad of Trade evidently was, that on public 
grounds it was desirable the Company should have unusual facilities given 
in commencing operations. Great confidence was thereby shewn in the 
Directors. Their subsequent conduct will, on enquiry, shew whether 
or not it was merited; I will now merely draw your Lordship's attention 
to the fact that, whereas, in the Blance sheet of July, 1849, the capital 
is made up by 

Property L46,000 

Cash payments on calls 5.455 



L 51, 455 



In July, 1852:— 

Property is represented by, . c L28, 000 
Cash payments on calls by . , . 50. 410 



L 78, 410 



Sir James Brooke, pages 29 and 30 of his vindication, has the following 
statement:— 

"The accounts relative to the Company's capital are perplexing. The 
list of shareholders, as per register of the 9th of August, 1851, shews the 
amount paid up on the shares at i^33, 835 
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"The abstract of general account of the Company, 
oDtamed from the Directors by Mr. MacGregor, 
June 28th, 1852, gives the paid capital as . . 29, 825 
Paid up capital in 1852 minus h 4",0l"0 

"Thus demonstrating that the amount paid up on the shares was i.4,010 
less in lBb2 than what it had been in 1851; and as there is an annual decrease 
m me sum already paid up, we may in time arrive at the true amount paid 
by the shareholders; i. e. the Directors. " 

Sir James Brooke, in his eager with to injure the Company, here states 
what is positively false, and if your Lordship will refer to the enclosed 
copy of the statement given to Mr. MacGregor on June 29th, 1852, No. 2, 
it is impossible to avoid seeing that the falsehood is intentional. The sum 
of ti33, 835, which the Statement No. I shews was the actual amount paid up 
on calls in 1851, includes L4,060 on calls paid up in advance. In 1852, 
statement No. 2, from which Su: James Brooke quotes, shews that the paid 
capital under this head was increased to L 20, 585; yet, in order to give a 
colour to his calumnious statement, he omits this item from the account 
entirely. I may here remark that the financial statement alluded to was 
given to Mr. MacGregor to enable him to refute calumnies circulated by 
Sir James Brooke's authority at Glasgow, intended to injure him at the time 
of his election for that city. 

I could easily produce other instances where truth is equally tampered 
with by Sir James Brooke, in charges brought by him against the Company^ 
They will be produced and rpoved when the opportunity is afforded. I feel 
that I have no right longer to trespass on your Lordship's time. The 
circumstances of the case are, however, of a peculiar nature. The Eastern 
Archipelago Company had its charter granted for the purpose of carrying 
out of jects of public utility, and the Directors have to the utmost of their 
power striven to do their duty; but from the very first year of its foundation — 
so soon as It was seen that they refused to allow the Company to become the 
passive tool of an ambitious but unprincipled man, it was looked upon as 
an impediment in his path, and its destruction was determined. For four 
years has the Company struggled through almost insuperable difficulties 
arising from the relentless persecution which its servants abroad, and its 
Directors at home, have suffered from Sir James Brooke, armed with the 
authority of Government. 

It can easily be shewn that serious injury to the public service has arisen 
from the Impediments thus thrown in the way of the Company. Had it been 
fostered and supported, its valuable collieries at Labuan, and on the Main- 
land, would ere this have been in full operation, and the great loss and 
inconvenience to commerce, arising from the present exorbitant price of 
coal in the Eastern seas would have been obviated. 

Sir James Brooke makes it a charge against the Company that nearly 
all the shares are in the hands of the Directors and their immediate 
connexions. Public confidence and support having been withheld from the 
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Company in consequence of the malicious slanders and openly avowed 
hostilities of Sir James Brooke, I cannot deem it matter of censure that 
the Directors should successfully have carried out the enterprise entrusted 
to their care, by their own almost unaided means and eKertions; but when the 
time of inquiry into their proceedings comes, it will then be seen how they 
have conducted the affairs of the Company, and eventual though tardy 
justice will be done to honest men who have so long been slandered and 
maligned. 



I have, &c« 



The Right Honorable the Earl of Aberdeen, 
First Lord of the Treasury, &c &c. 



H. H. LINDSAY, 
Chairman 
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STATEMENT, No. I. 

Memorandum, explaining the manner in which the capital account of the 
Eastern Archipelago Company is made up. 

1849 h s. d. 

Balance at credit of Capital, 30th, June, 1849 51, 455 

Property as represented by the 

Deed of Settlement i 46,000 

1st call on 1091 shares 5.455 X) 

L 51. 455 0^ 

1850 
Balance at credit of Capital 30th June, 1850 52,457 II 9 

Property. , , , , / 1.34,500 

1st call on 1843 shares t.9,215 
2nd call on 1824 shares 9, 120 

Calls paid in advance '-,300 18.635 

53,tS5 
Less preliminary expenses . • . 677 8 3 

L64. 157 U 9 

1851 
Balance at credit of Capital, 30th June, 1851 64,157 II 9 

Property. L 31, 000 00 

1st call on 200 shares L10,000 
2nd call on 1996 shares 9,980 
3rd call on 1,959 shares 9,795 

Calls paid in advance 4,060 33^835 

64, §36 
Less preliminary expenses 677 8 3 



1852 



L 64.157 ll 9" 



Balance at credit of Capital, 30th June, 1852 77,732 U 9 

Property L 28,000 

1st call on 2000 shares ilO,000 
2nd call on 1996 shares 9, 980 
3rd call on 1969 shares 9,845 

Calls paid in advance 20,585 . ^Qf^^S g-B 

78,410 

Less preliminary expenses ^77.732 ll 9 "" 

London, I9th April, 1853. W. WOOLLEY, Secretary 
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STATEMENT, No. H. 

Financial position of the Eastern Archipelago Company, 

PAID CAPITAL 

Three calls of ti5. each, on 2000 L s. d. L s. d. 

shares ., 30,000 

Less calls not paid ... 175 

29,825 

Payments in advance of calls 20. 585 

lSCTIO 

EXPENDITURE. 

Payments to Mr. Wise, on account 

of purchase of coal mines and L s. d. t s, d. 

other rights 18,000 

Colliery stores and implements • 3, 384 5 2 

Steam engine, cargo boats, and 
other moneys expended on 
roads, constructing houses, 
offices, &c. at Labuan • « . 5, 463 14 U 

Passage money, wages, &c. of 

English miners ,• . . . I, I5l 14 I 
Preliminary expenses • . . • 677 8 3 

Office furniture 163 5 II 

Salaries to officers, rent, and 

expenses of office in London* 4, 335 I 5 

James and Francis Motley's sala- 
ries, and expenses of offices, 
&c. at Labuan 2,210 2 4 

Labuan wages 5, 039 I 9 

Sundries at Labuan, including ex- 
penses on treasure at Singapore* 950 19 U 



In 3 1/4 per cent annuties • • 5,000 5 5" 
Balance at Bankers • • • • 3, 890 18 3 



41,375 13 9 



8.890 18 3 
t. 50, 266 12 



W. WOOLLEY, Secretary. 



London, 29th June, 1852. 



